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Executive Summary 

The Chickasaw Nation is headquartered in Ada, Oklahoma and encompasses 7,648 square miles over 

13 counties in south-central Oklahoma.  According to the 2010 Census, there are just over 52,000 

Chickasaw citizens throughout the United States1.  Of the total population, tribal roles indicate that 

31,326 reside in Oklahoma.  

 

Tribal operations within the state consist of primarily government provision of services, operations of 

tribal-owned gaming centers and banks.  The Economic Research and Policy Institute reviewed the 

expenditures and revenues of the Chickasaw Nation and the current production structure of the state 

economy to estimate the total contribution of tribal activities to the state.  Among the key findings of 

this report are: 

 

 The Nation employed 11,030 individuals nationwide in 2011 of which 10,015 were employed in 

Oklahoma.   

 The Nation made direct payroll contributions of $318 million to Oklahoma residents, or $31,731 

per employee2. 

 The Nation made direct payments of $119 million to Oklahoma entities in pursuit of medical 

care access, educational advancement, social services and economic development opportuni-

ties for Oklahoma residents and Chickasaw Nation citizens.  Total government expenditures 

were $129 million. 

 Chickasaw Nation business operations in Oklahoma, including gaming, banking and other re-

tail generated $1.39 Billion in revenues – a significant source of economic output within the 

state. 

 When analyzed in the context of the Oklahoma economy and accounting for spillover (multi-

plier) impacts, we estimate that these activities supported: 

o 15,958 jobs in the state 

o $525 million in state income 

o $2.43 billion in state production of goods and services 

                                                 
1
 See 2010 Census Brief: “The American Indian and Alaska Native Population: 2010,” issued January 2012. 

2
 Pay per employee is likely understated as some employees reside outside Oklahoma while working within the state.  Payroll to 

these employees is considered a leakage while their employment within the state is included in reported employment numbers. 
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Introduction 

In 2011, the Oklahoma Department of Commerce, along with several Native American 

Tribes commissioned a study to estimate the Oklahoma statewide economic impact of all Native 

American operations.  The Economic Research and Policy Institute (ERPI) at Oklahoma City Uni-

versity, in cooperation with our tribal partners, will complete the final study in the spring of 2012.  

As a participant in the study, each tribe received a short description of their tribal specific im-

pacts.  This document outlines the impacts of the Chickasaw Nation. 

Headquartered in Ada Oklahoma, 

the Chickasaw Nation encompasses portions 

of 13 counties in south central Oklahoma 

and has additional operations in New Mexi-

co, Georgia and Texas.  The Chickasaws were 

relocated to Oklahoma (Indian Territory) 

from parts of Kentucky, Tennessee, Missis-

sippi and Alabama in the mid 1800s along 

with the Cherokees, Choctaws, Creeks and 

Seminoles.  The Treaty of Doaksville called 

for their resettlement among the Choctaw 

tribe in 1837.  Since 1856 when the Chicka-

saws separated from the Choctaws, they 

have managed their own governmental and business affairs.  

Tribal operations of the Chickasaw Nation are classified into two broad categories: Busi-

ness and Government Operations.  While the Nation has offices in four states, the economic im-

pact estimates within this report detail the Oklahoma specific impacts and therefore do not in-

clude any national or regional impacts occurring outside the state.  Chickasaw Nation activities 

are summarized in Table 1. 

 

  

  

Chickasaw Nation 
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Table 1:  Chickasaw Nation Statewide Summary Information - 2011 

  Government Operations Business Operations Total 

Employment  2,745   7,270   10,015  

Payroll  $131,898,375   $185,889,437   $317,787,812  

Revenues 
 

 $1,386,497,117   $1,386,497,117  

Gov't Expenditures  $128,520,357  
 

 $128,520,357  

Federal Road Expenditures  $7,286,958     $7,286,958  

Note:  All numbers reflect Oklahoma based production and employment only.  Other tribal ac-
tivity is not included in this analysis. 

 

Business Activities 

 
In 2011, the Nation received $1.39 billion in combined revenues from its Oklahoma operat-

ed business entities of which gaming accounted for 91.5% of the total.  The Nation businesses em-

ployed 7,270 full and part time workers with a combined payroll of $186 million. CN business data 

is detailed in Table 2. 

Table 2:  CN Business Summary 

 
Revenues  Payroll  Employment 

Banking  $12,472,661   $3,110,095   48  

Gaming and Other  $1,269,119,403   $175,819,949   6,534  

Professional Services  $104,905,053   $6,959,393   688  

Total  $1,386,497,117   $185,889,437   7,270  

 

CN operated 17 gaming centers in south central Oklahoma including two of the largest in 

the state in the Winstar World Casino in Thackerville and the Riverwind Casino in Norman in 

2011.  Gaming operations accounted for $1.27 billion in direct revenues in 2011.  Additionally, gam-

ing operations provided 6,534 jobs and paid $176 million in payroll and benefits in 2011.   

In addition to gaming, the Nation was involved in Banking and Professional Services.  

Chickasaw Banc Holding Company operated Bank 2 in Oklahoma City, which had revenues of 

over $12 million, provided 48 jobs and directed over $3 million in payroll to bank employees.   

Chickasaw Nation Industries (CNI) provided professional services for a variety of external clients 

including federal and state governmental entities.  In 2011, CNI maintained 688 jobs and received 

almost $105 million in revenue from statewide operations. 
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Chickasaw Nation Government 

To maintain consistency across all tribal reports, we classified all government activities in-

to Education, Medical, Social Services, Economic Development and General Operations catego-

ries.  According to the Nation, Medical Services consumed the largest share of their total govern-

ment budget in 2011 with expenditures totaling more than $57 million or 44%.  Economic Devel-

opment activities included all capital improvements and followed medical expenditures with $26 

million in 2011.  Government activities accounted for 2,745 employees paying out $132 million in 

payroll.  Government data is summarized in Table 3. 

Table 3:  CN Government Summary 

 
Expenditures Payroll Employment 

Education  $9,377,422   $9,623,897   200  

Medical  $57,010,216   $58,508,668   1,218  

Social Services  $19,162,062   $19,665,716   409  

Economic Development  $25,723,108   $26,399,212   549  

General Operations  $17,247,549   $17,700,882   368  

Total  $128,520,357   $131,898,375   2,745  

 

In addition to normal governmental activity, the Chickasaw Nation obtained and provided 

federal funding to the state for road and bridge projects within their tribal boundaries.  In cooper-

ation with the Oklahoma Department of Transportation, the nation participated in $7,286,958 

worth of road improvements to infrastructure used by all Oklahomans.  These additional monies 

provided external funding to improve infrastructure that otherwise would have been funded by 

Oklahoma taxpayers. 

Impact Methodology 

The methodology employed in this report is designed to estimate the contribution of an 

existing industry to the local economy.3   The approach begins with a static description of ex-

penditure flows between households and industries, capturing the reliance of one industry’s out-

put on other, supporting industries.  For example, by examining the expenditures from the con-

struction industry to the wholesale lumber industry we can derive an estimate of the reliance of 

the construction sector on wholesale lumber output.  From these frozen-in-time expenditure 

                                                 
3
 In fact, while reports of this nature are commonly referred to as ‘impact analysis,’ they are more correctly characterized 

as ‘contribution analyses.’ 
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flows, we can derive economic multipliers specific to each industry.  These multipliers estimate 

the combined, or total economic impact originating from an initial expenditure.  In the context of 

this report, for example, the gaming and recreation output multiplier estimates the total impact 

to economic output stemming from an initial output change within the gaming sector.  Similarly, 

multipliers for employment and income are derived and interpreted.   This approach is valuable 

as it provides rich information at a relatively low computational cost.  However, the methodology 

does invoke some restrictive assumptions, including constant prices and a fixed production pro-

cess, and should not be confused with a computationally higher cost economic forecast.   

Economic Impacts 

Economic impacts are estimated for three categories: output (total production within a 

region; total revenue serves as a proxy for output), income, and employment (full-time equiva-

lent).  Data was provided by the Chickasaw Nation, analyzed in conjunction with publically avail-

able data from the Bureau of Economic Analysis, and impacts estimated using Implan multipliers 

for the state of Oklahoma.4  All impacts include both the direct impacts from CN operations, mul-

tiplier impacts, and sum giving total impacts.  For example, CN revenues from business opera-

tions combined with expenditures from in-state government operations and community devel-

opment are estimated to have generated nearly $1.52 billion in output (this is the Nation’s direct 

contribution to the local economy), and an additional $909 million in spillover production (the 

output of non-CN firms who directly or indirectly support CN operations), combining to generate 

$2.43 billion in local economic output.  All other impacts are interpreted analogously.  Table 4 

provides the impact estimates.  More detailed impact tables are provided in the appendix to this 

document. 

Table 4:  Chickasaw Nation Statewide Impacts - 2011 

  Direct Impacts Multiplier Impacts Total Impacts 

Output  $1,522,304,432   $909,483,659   $2,431,788,091  

Payroll  $317,787,812   $206,849,817   $524,637,629  

Employment  10,015.00   5,942.77   15,957.77  

 

                                                 
4
 Implan is a national vendor of economic multipliers.  Refer to the Minnesota Implan Group and www.implan.com for 

additional information.  When necessary, multipliers are adjusted to reflect local knowledge of economic conditions.  

http://www.implan.com/
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Conclusion 

The Chickasaw Nation continues to be a source of economic activity in south central Ok-

lahoma.  The contributions analysis performed suggests the CN activities sustain 15,958 jobs, gen-

erating $525 million in payroll income, and over $2.43 billion in Oklahoma production of goods 

and services.  All impact estimates provided in this report fail to include productivity gains origi-

nating with the provision of essential government services, as well as the significant economic and 

non-economic impacts stemming from CN philanthropic efforts.  The Chickasaw Nation is and 

will continue to be a significant economic presence in the region.   
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Appendix: Impact Tables 

 
Table 5:  Chickasaw Nation Impacts - 2011 

     Direct   Multiplier Effect   Total  

     Output 
   

 
 Education Services   $9,377,422   $5,835,264   $15,212,686  

 
 Medical Services   $57,010,216   $41,981,065   $98,991,281  

 
 Social Services   $19,162,062   $14,833,659   $33,995,721  

 
 Economic Development   $25,723,108   $22,271,171   $47,994,279  

 
 Government Operations   $17,247,549   $14,932,998   $32,180,547  

 
 Gaming and Other   $1,269,119,403   $717,620,846   $1,986,740,249  

 
  Banking  $12,472,661   $8,578,811   $21,051,472  

 
  Professional Services  $104,905,053   $77,928,612   $182,833,665  

 
 Federal Road Projects   $7,286,958   $5,501,234   $12,788,192  

        Total Output Impacts   $1,522,304,432   $909,483,659   $2,431,788,091  

     Employment 
   

 
 Government   2,745.00   2,666.49   5,411.49  

 
 Business   7,270.00   3,276.28   10,546.28  

        Total Employment Impacts   10,015.00   5,942.77   15,957.77  

     Payroll 
   

 
 Government   $131,898,375   $86,423,948   $218,322,323  

 
 Business   $185,889,437   $120,425,869   $306,315,306  

        Total Payroll Impacts   $317,787,812   $206,849,817   $524,637,629  
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Table 6:  Chickasaw Nation Impacts (Output/Production) 

    Direct Indirect Total 

     Government 
    

 
Education  $9,377,422   $5,835,264   $15,212,686  

 
Medical  $57,010,216   $41,981,065   $98,991,281  

 
Social Services  $19,162,062   $14,833,659   $33,995,721  

 
Economic Development  $25,723,108   $22,271,171   $47,994,279  

 
Government Operations  $17,247,549   $14,932,998   $32,180,547  

 
Federal Road Projects  $7,286,958   $5,501,234   $12,788,192  

 
Total Government  $135,807,315   $105,355,390   $241,162,705  

     Business Operations 
   

 
Gaming and Other  $1,269,119,403   $717,620,846   $1,986,740,249  

 
Banking  $12,472,661   $8,578,811   $21,051,472  

 
Professional Services  $104,905,053   $77,928,612   $182,833,665  

 
Total Business  $1,386,497,117   $804,128,269  $2,190,625,386  

     Total Output Impacts   $1,522,304,432   $909,483,659   $2,431,788,091  

 

Table 7:  Chickasaw Nation Impacts (Employment) 

    Direct Multiplier Effect Total 

     Government 
    

 
Education  200.29   67.84   268.12  

 
Medical  1,217.65   1,015.88   2,233.54  

 
Social Services  409.27   107.42   516.70  

 
Economic Development  549.41   883.17   1,432.58  

 
Government Operations  368.38   592.18   960.56  

 
Total Government  2,745   2,666   5,411  

     Business Operations 
    

 
Gaming and Other  6,534   2,737   9,271  

 
Banking  48   93   141  

 
Professional Services  688   447   1,135  

 
Total Business  7,270   3,276   10,546  

     Total Employment Impacts    10,015   5,943   15,958  
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Table 8:  Chickasaw Nation Impacts (Payroll) 

    Direct Multiplier Effect Total 

     Government 
    

 
Education  $9,623,897   $3,880,005   $13,503,902  

 
Medical  $58,508,668   $23,706,627   $82,215,295  

 
Social Services  $19,665,716   $8,586,638   $28,252,354  

 
Economic Development  $26,399,212   $30,081,077   $56,480,289  

 
Government Operations  $17,700,882   $20,169,602   $37,870,484  

 
Total Government  $131,898,375   $86,423,948   $218,322,323  

     Business Operations 
    

 
Gaming and Other  $175,819,949   $112,995,746  

 
$288,815,695  

 
Banking  $3,110,095   $4,265,913   $7,376,008  

 
Professional Services  $6,959,393   $3,164,210   $10,123,603  

 
Total Business  $185,889,437   $120,425,869  $306,315,306  

     Total Payroll Impacts    $317,787,812   $206,849,817  $524,637,629  

 


